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 Calgary - March, 2011 
 

Thurs, Mar 24/11 – Bus  
 
-we left home at 20:45 and drove to the Greyhound Terminal at the Winnipeg airport 

-nice new terminal with much better parking facilities than at the old site on Portage, 
downtown 

 
-a bus leaving at 23:30 was rather late for us but we managed to stay awake until 

departure which was close to on-time 
 

 
 

-security is much tighter than when we travelled by bus a few years ago – doubtless 
because of the tragic beheading of a man on the bus by a deranged fellow 
passenger who was a stranger to him 
-one passenger who was belligerent when being scanned with the wand was told 

she could not board the bus that night and would have to come back the next 
day with a better attitude 

-later in the trip that night, another passenger was threatened with being left off if 
he did not calm down 

-interestingly, however, we saw no similarly tight pre-boarding procedures 
anywhere else on  the trip, so we are wondering if the airport location 
contributed to the process in Winnipeg 
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Fri, Mar 25/11 – Bus  
 
-the night was of the kind we expected from previous experience. Thankfully, we were 

able to reserve seats in the second row, so we had a good location 
-the seats go back much further than on the plane, to an extent that we had forgotten, 

so that was a nice surprise. We had stops every couple of hours but managed to 
grab some sleep in between and did not feel too bad during the day, doing only a 
little bit of napping 

 
-in Brandon, we had hot chocolate and Danish pastries at about 2:30 am. They were 

tasty and had no ill effects on our sleep 
 
-breakfast stop was in Regina, after 7:00 by SK time, which was 8:00 to our bodies 

-at the Robins Donuts in the nice new terminal built since we were last there, we 
bought eggs, ham/sausage and toast along with another hot chocolate 
-time was limited so we requested it to go and only got about half of it eaten 

before heading back to the bus 
 

 
 

-it is certainly a winter trip, with chilly temperatures and snow or ice all along the way – 
unusually cold for this time of year 
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-in Saskatchewan we saw cars in the ditch in the median, at a couple of points, but 
they all seemed to have gotten there from the eastward lanes 

-I was happy not to be doing the driving 
-in the stretch approaching Calgary we ran into thick fog but even here the fields are 

still snow covered 
 

-G did some reading and listened to her MP3 for a short time 
 

 
 

-I did some lengthy stretches of listening but was also delighted to get my blogs, news 
and gmail all read on the Kindle, thanks to the free cell tower connection provided by 
Amazon. It is amazing! Thus far, I’ve actually made more use of the web browser 
than the ereader capability, but that will come 
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-it is also a treat to have the Netbook for the purpose of journaling  
   
-in Swift Current, we picked up muffins and hot choc. in the terminal, and I also had a 

banana 
 
-we had originally planned on lunch in Medicine Hat which was scheduled for a 30 

minute stop. When we got there, however, the bus driver was anxious to make up 
some time so he told us we had only 15 minutes. We dashed over to Tim Horton’s 
and bought toasted bagels (wheat and honey) with cream cheese and hot chocolates, 
so we were back in plenty of time 
-stops have regularly taken longer than announced, usually because of freight (we are 

pulling a trailer) or new passengers 
 

-in Bassano, around 3:30, during a short stop at the Greyhound terminal in a gas station 
setup, we bought a couple of Ben and Jerry’s “Half baked” ice cream bars. Though 
not our favourite, they had the Ben and Jerry’s quality and made a good snack 

 
-we reached Calgary at 18:25 (scheduled for 18:00) and Jason was there to meet us 

-the trip had gone well 
 

 
 

-reserved our seats on the return bus before leaving the terminal 
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-Jason drove us to Mirchi, a Pakistani restaurant, for supper, and we had a delicious meal 
of a beef and goat curry with naan bread and rice 

 

 
 

 
 

-we had a good talk  
 

-we also learned a bit more about J’s reasons for wanting to return to Chilliwack. The 
timing of that move is dependent on release from his lease on the house, which 
runs until September. He only needs to give the office 2 weeks notice and the 
Chilliwack office is happy to have him come back as they have bought another 
firm and are overly busy right now  
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-J had a bit of work he needed to do in the ofice, so he took us up to see it, since we were 

in walking distance from the restaurant.      
 

 
 
-it was dark when we got to Jason’s house but we could see that it is in a nice 

neighbourhood of older houses, up on a hill with tricky driving conditions when the 
road is icy 
-the house is nice inside 
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-we got to bed about 22:00 
 
-walked 2.9 kms in the course of the day 
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Sat, Mar 26/11 - Calgary 

 
-we slept well last night and were up at 6:30 
 
-had breakfast around 9:00 
 
-G did some laundry for J 
 
-J demonstrated his Wii fit machine – visited – sent J pictures etc. 
 
-at 11:30, we drove to a mall and had lunch at Opa’s Greek restaurant in the food court 
 

 
 

-then we went to a theatre across the road and saw “The Lincoln Lawyer” – it was an 
excellent story and well played – justice was done 
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-when we got back to the house, Jason and Mom got some prep done for supper and then 

we took a short nap 
 
-while supper was being prepared, I shovelled some snow off the deck, stairs and walk 

ways. Much of it had been packed by walking but I got a fair bit off, which should 
reduce the slush that will result when temperatures warm  

 
-after supper, we lay on Jason’s bed and watched two movies on his nice wide screen, 

through his Netflix plan.  
 

 
 

– saw “Nine Months,” which had good moments but had too much slap stick for our 
taste, which is probably why we had not seen it before 
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– then we watched “Robin Hood” (the Russell Crowe version) and that is a fine 
movie, though it did keep us up until 23:30 

 
-we walked 1.9 kms  
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Sun, Mar 27/11 – Calgary  
 
-we got up at 8:00 and had breakfast around 9:00 
 
-then we watched a sermon by John Piper, on John 6:30ff, in which Jesus first explains 

that the Father has given him to the world as the bread of life to whom we must 
come/believe if we want to be satisfied, and then how the Father has given a people to 
the Son, and how these all come to the Son, are kept securely and are raised in the last 
day. As usual, Piper unpacked the Scripture expertly and applied it to our lives 
powerfully 

 

 
 
-J has a relatively new exercycle which stopped working so we went to a mall where J 

had them test the power pack. Unfortunately, that was not the problem, so he will 
need to have a technician check the unit at his house  
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-we drove out to Ambrose University College and looked around. They are on a lovely 

new (2008) campus 
 

 
 
-I left notes at the offices of Rolf Nolasaco and Bill McAlpine. We weren’t able to get 

to Howard Wilson’s office because that section was locked off 
 
-we were surprised but pleased to come upon the Kirk Chapel, which was furnished 

and decorated in honour of Uncle Herb, by Aunt Eileen 
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-back at the house, G made cheese omelettes for lunch and then we took a nap, after 
which I shovelled the snow that fell overnight and we talked on J’s bed until supper  

 
 

 
 

-Jason had bought a roast for us and it made a nice supper on Saturday evening, with 
tasty leftovers for supper on Sunday 
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-after supper, we watched a series of four films (“North and South”) based on the novel 
by Elisabeth Gaskell  

 
-we walked 2.31 kms and went to bed at 23:15 
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Mon and Tues, Mar 28-29/11 – Bus 
 
-we were up at 6:30 and ate breakfast around 8:00, without Jason, who was up but not 

hungry 
 
-not much snow had come down overnight but I scraped it off anyway so that the coming 

melt would go well for Jason 
 
-we left for the bus terminal at 10:30 and I bought us all lunch at the cafeteria there, after 

checking in 
 

 
 

-after we had eaten, J left for work. It was sad to say goodbye but we had had a good 
weekend and were glad that we made the trip  
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-our bus was scheduled to leave at 12:15 but the vehicle did not pass the test so we had a 

driver but no bus. Greyhound made no effort to let the passengers know what was 
going on for a long time, but eventually they scared up a bus somewhere and we took 
off at 13:55, 1 hr 40 min late  

 

 
 

-at Strathmore and again at Brooks, the driver gave us 10 mins to get off, in consideration 
of the long time we spent standing in Calgary 
-at the Strathmore stop, we bought two “The Bars” by Ben and Jerry. They were 

made of the half baked cooking dough that we had on our way out but were ice 
cream bars on top of a thin brownie. They were OK but perhaps not something we 
would buy again 

-Brooks always reminds us of a night when we boondocked at the MacDonald’s, 
some years ago, quite close to the Greyhound terminal 
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-one interesting sight during the afternoon was a herd of cattle being driven across the 
highway by a few cowhands on horses. They held up traffic going both ways, for 
some time 
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-we had a shortened stop in Medicine Hat, so we dashed off to Tim Horton’s  for supper 
and repeated our outgoing meal of bagel with cream cheese and hot chocolate, though 
we had the medium rather than small on the drink 

 
-along the way, we played a game of Scrabble on the computer 
 

 
 
-in both Swift Current and Regina, the cafeteria had already been shut down and time 

was short, but we were able to get hot chocolate from a vending machine and it was 
as tasty as that from TH, so we did OK 
 -by the time we left Regina, it was 1:00 am and the driver asked people to be quiet 

for the sake of those who were sleeping 
-there was an empty seat behind us and G moved back to it, so we were both able to 

lie down somewhat for the rest of the night. That was better than with just one 
seat but because of my height the advantage was minimal and it was not a 
comfortable night 

-the stretch from Moose Jaw to Regina had been icy and very bumpy so it was tough 
driving and we saw a couple of vehicles in the ditch on that stretch, one of which 
was a semi that had jackknifed 

  
-we got to Winnipeg about 10:00, picked up our bags and were soon on our way to 

Terry’s house to pick up Coral and Terra, and then we headed home 
 
-we walked 2 kms during the bus trip  
 
    


